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OF NORTH RICHLAND HILLS

September 10, 2009

The Hon. Ray LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

Re: TIGER Grant Application for Managed Lanes at IH 35W and IH 820
Interchange

Dear Mr. Secretary:

The City of North Richland Hills is located just outside Fort Worth in Tarrant
County, Texas. The stretch of IH 820 that passes through our community is
among the most congested stretches of roadway in the region and state.
Fortunately, construction is expected to begin in late 2010 on a project to rebuild
and widen the existing IH 820 and State Highways 121 and 183 through North
Richland Hills and neighboring communities. This long overdue project is being
made possible through a public-private partnership with up-front private
investment. Unfortunately, this partnership was unable to include the key
interchange at IH 35W / IH 820 in the first phase of construction.

North Richland Hills fully supports the application for a TIGER Grant to build
direct managed lane connections between IH 35W and the newly expanded IH
820. These new lanes are critical in addressing one of the most congested
facilities in the area and in improving mobility in our region. The IH 35W / IH 820
interchange is already environmentally approved and it makes sense to move
forward with this project while the improvements to IH 820 and SH 121/183 are
being made.

This project' is a top priority for the entire region and | urge your support. Thank
you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Oscar Trevino
Mayor
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September 14, 2009

The Hon. Ray LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: TIGER Grant Application for Managed Lanes at [H 35W and IH 820 Interchange

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I proudly represent the 35W Coalition, a leading nonprofit advocacy group comprised of
major businesses, landowners and residents along the 135W. Our goal is to advance critical
transportation projects along I 35W North from Fort Worth to Denton, Tex. On behalf of the
Coalition’s membership, I would like to take this opportunity to communicate our strong
support for the TIGER grant application submitted by the North Central Texas Council of
Governments for funding of improvements to the IH 35W/IH 820 interchange in Fort Worth.

This critical interchange sees tens of thousands of cars each day, traveling to and from Fort
Worth, now the 14" most populated city — and one of the fastest-growing regions — in the
country. It is the site of one of the worst traffic bottlenecks in the Dallas-Fort Worth
Metroplex and, as such, is significantly compromising the quality of life and economic
vitality of the region.

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and contractor NTE Mobility partners are
moving forward with an innovative public-private partnership that will fund the design and
construction of IH 820 between I 35W and SH 161. While the IH 35W/I 820 interchange —
an important component to this project and the key to reducing congestion throughout the
region — has received environmental clearance, there is no funding to move forward with
interchange at this time.

As a result, the federal government’s support of this project is not only warranted but also a
necessity. This interchange and IH 35W to the north connect the entire Metroplex with one
of the most significant economic engines in the region, where most of the area’s commercial,
industrial and residential growth has occurred. AllianceTexas, a 12,000-acre, master-planned
community in North Fort Worth, is home to one of the largest global logistics hub and the
country’s first industrial-only airport. It represents $7 billion in investment and $33.8 billion
in economic impact through its more than 200 companies, 28,000 employees and 7,000
single-family homes. Industry leaders BNSF Railway, Lockheed Martin, Bell Helicopter and
American Airlines have located their headquarters or major global operations here.

However, with the continued traffic congestion — projected to get significantly worse as our
region expands by another 3 million people in 20 years — this economic engine will be at risk,
as companies relocate to or expand elsewhere because they cannot move their goods and
people efficiently and effectively. And current and prospective homeowners will move to



other neighborhoods that have easier access to jobs and schools in other parts of the
Metroplex.

Today, the North Texas region represents 25 percent of the state of Texas” population and 27
percent of the state’s economy. Economic growth and prosperity in this region can have a
dramatic effect on the entire state, not just the North Texas region; similarly, traffic
congestion that stifles progress in this region will negatively affect the state.

The U.S. Department of Transportation will be hard-pressed to find a transportation project
that has more significance and impact than the interchange at I 35W and I 820. Iurge you
and your colleagues to support this project with a TIGER grant. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

Russell La in
President, 35W Coalition
Senior Vice President, Hillwood Properties

13600 Heritage Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76177
(817) 224-6017






