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Tarrant County’s Role in OSSF Enforcement
Public Health: Environmental Division-Designated Representative, Non-Peace Officer
-OSSF Permitting Authority under The State of Texas within the boundaries of Tarrant County and It’s
Contracted Municipalities

Sheriff’s Department-Sheriff’s Environmental Enforcement Division- Deputys-Peace Officer

-Citation and Incarceration Authority by the State of Texas

**Both Departments have the legal Authority to access a property due to probable cause for any
possibility of an imminent health hazard

Regulations Enforced
The Environmental Division enforces:
Texas Health and Safety Codes: 341,343 and 366
Texas Commission of Environmental Quality Onsite Sewage Facility Regulations:
30TAC 285

Sheriff’s Department:
Texas Health and Safety Codes: 341,343 and 366
plus Chapter 7-Water Code

TCPH’s OSSF Enforcement Jurisdiction

All Unincorporated Areas of Tarrant County
-Including Contracted municipal boundaries that overlap into adjacent counties
-No Contract with the City of Everman or Arlington. On an individual, as needed basis
requested by the city.

County D.R.’s will assist and be expert witnesses in municipalities with
Enforcement Officers on staff for any violations
TCPH is the permitting authority for onsite sewage facilities within all
contracted cities.

Code

Types of Violations
-Symptoms of Malfunctioning system- Odor, surfacing effluent,
collapsing tanks, Electrical components not working, etc.
(reasons for malfunction are damage, overuse, age, medications, lack of or poor
maintenance, etc.)

-Illegal installation of an onsite sewage facility-No Permit and
Approved plan (whether it’s an installer or a Property Owner)

-Altering an onsite Sewage Facility without a permit and approved plan
-Change the use of an Onsite Sewage Facility without a permit and
approved plan

Enforcement Action
1) Typically receive a call to our office; sometimes find the problem ourselves
2) Research the site prior to investigation
3) Visit the site
4) Alert the occupant/property owner of our presence and the reason for the investigation; if
no one is at the site, a card will be left on the front door and the investigation will proceed, if
possible
5) Investigate the site where the violation is suspected to be and verify one way or another
6) Discuss findings with occupant/property owner if on site: if there is a violation, you will be
given specific instructions from the DR on options to take in verbal and written form.
7) If the occupant/property owner is not available, a notice of violation will be mailed to the
owner of record via Tarrant Appraisal Districts latest records.

Time Period to Abate a Public Nuisance

Immediately to 30 days!

It is to the discretion of the DR or Deputy working the case and the
severity of the violation.

Any extension is on a case by case basis

Non-Compliance
-In the event of non-compliance after the notification and time period has been established, the DR
will file an Affidavit of Violation to the Tarrant County Sub-Courthouse within the precinct where
the violation is occurring.
1st and 2nd Offense for the same violation is a Class C Misdemeanor-fines assessed
3rd offense for the same violation can be escalated to a Class B Misdemeanor-fines and jail time.
At this point, the Sheriff’s Department will be the executors for this violation and Public Health will
be the expert witness.
The Court will issue a summons to appear for a hearing with the Associate District Attorney at that
Precinct, enter a plea and/or pay fines
Defendant has the right to appeal and ask for a Judge or Jury Trial of their Peers.

Who Can work on my OSSF?

A State of Texas Licensed Onsite Sewage Facility Installer
(Class I or II, depending on the type of system)
And/or

A State of Texas Licensed Onsite Sewage Facility Service Maintenance Provider
(Usually Class II Installer for Aerobic OSSF’s)

When is an Approval and Permit Required?

Approval and a permit is required- whenever you install a new OSSF,
Repair an OSSF, Alter an OSSF, Extend an OSSF and/or Modify an
OSSF.

Approval and a permit is not required- to unclog the sewer line between
the house and Tank, have the OSSF inspected/serviced by a licensed
service provider when they have to replace an aerator or pump. * This
does not include the electrical box to a OSSF.

What about “Grandpa???”
As soon as you install, need to Repair, Alter, Extend and/or Modify an OSSF “Grandpa” no longer
applies..

There is one thing, though!

At the discretion of the DR and Department Manager, IF you want to:
- -exchange an Existing home for another Home with the same square footage/#of Bedrooms,
- -the system has a permit on file,
- -there are no prior known complaints and
- -the lot size has not been redrawn,
- Then, “Grandpa” MAY be allowed to stay for dinner.
***Remember, it is always on a case by case basis due to other factors that may arise.

But I live in the County!!!....

…..And the County has Rules and Regulations that must be followed for the Health and Safety
of YOU/ME/US/THEM, OUR Families, OUR Animals, Our Wildlife, OUR Natural Environment…

And most of all-OUR WATER!!!!
Creeks, Rivers, Streams, Seas, Oceans, Estuaries, Deltas, Lakes…….At some point in the whole process…..

WE DRINK IT!

Bottom Line…No pun intended!

Permit, Permit, Permit!!!

Questions????
Becca Grassl-Petersen
Designed Representative, #8158
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