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• A grass roots movement to increase knowledge 
and awareness of GIS as an industry

• Wednesday of Geography Awareness Week

• Third week of November

• Launched in 1999 in partnership with ESRI and 
National Geographic Society

• Prompted by Ralph Nader

What is             ?



• GIS Professionals and Users

• Non-GIS Administrators, Managers, Coworkers

• Students

• Public at Large

Who is              for?



Previous 
Events



Previous GIS Day Events
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Previous GIS Day Events



Promoting 



Proclamation by the Mayor



CHISD Promotional Video

http://chisdtv.chisd.net/chisd/features/



Get ConnectED!
• 2013 White House initiative to increase 

broadband resources for students and teachers

• ESRI provides free ArcGIS Online resources for 
K-12 students and teachers

• Materials available at connected.esri.com and 
edcommunity.esri.com

http://connected.esri.com/
http://edcommunity.esri.com/


gisday.com Resources for Hosts
• Videos

• Promotional Templates & Guides

• Social Media and Community Connections

• Hands-on GIS Exercises



gisday.com Resources for Hosts



gisday.com Resources for Hosts



SWAG!!!!!!!!!



at Cedar Hill 
Government Center



Cedar Hill Government Center
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Cedar Hill Government Center



Cedar Hill Government Center



at Collegiate 
High School and 
Academy Middle School 



9th Grade World Geography
• Mrs. Jordan Fletcher

• Location “Scavenger Hunt” through school

• Q&A discussion in classroom



6th Grade Science
• Ms. Ashley Pierce
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• Q&A discussion in classroom
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at Cedar Hill 
Ninth Grade Center



9th Grade World Geography
• “Coach” Jeffrey Ellis

• Video presentations

• Storymap/interactive presentations

• Q&A discussion in classroom

http://www.geogreeting.com/view.html?ymonkBUrsvvUqsCUnkI
http://www.geogreeting.com/view.html?ymonkBUrsvvUqsCUnkI
http://www.lucify.com/the-flow-towards-europe/
http://www.lucify.com/the-flow-towards-europe/


Post Mortem 
& Key Lessons



Project Planning 
How Was the Project Planned?
• Who was responsible for original plans?

− How did that work? Right set of people?

• Was project well defined from beginning?
− Was there an actual written plan?
− How was project plan communicated?
− How well did that work?



• Was the plan a good one?
− What was good?  What was missing?

• Was the plan realistic?

• How did the plan evolve over time?
− Was the change good or bad?
− How did the changes affect the project?

• Key areas for improvement:
− Make very specific recommendations.

Project Planning 
Was the Plan the Right One?



What Went Right
• Presented                    activities in multiple 

locations over multiple days

• Introduced GIS to district students and faculty at 
local and global scales

• Maintained typical                    festivities while also 
branching out to new audiences

• New promotional/social experiences for GIS and 
non-GIS personnel and visitors



• TOO MUCH, TOO FAST!!!

• Communication (or lack of)

• No clear theme/mandate

• Limited staff/resources

What Went Wrong



Recommendations
• Start planning earlier

• Seek out more GIS users in the vicinity

• Derive more lessons from ConnectED

• COMMUNICATE, COMMUNICATE!!!

• GIS Day does NOT have to take place during



Questions 
& Comments

Rasheed Khaleel
GIS Coordinator – City of Cedar Hill
rasheed.khaleel@cedarhilltx.com
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