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INTRODUCTION

The North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG), through its Area Agency on Aging (NCT-AAA), wishes to improve services for persons with dementia and their family caregivers throughout North Central and East Texas.  To support these efforts, it intends to apply for a highly competitive grant through the Administration for Community Living (ACL).  According to ACL staff, at least one, and perhaps two, solicitations for its Alzheimer’s Disease Programs Initiative will be released in early 2021; and these solicitations will be largely unchanged from the agency’s 2020 Alzheimer’s Disease Programs Initiative Grants to States and Communities.  Grant awards will be made in amounts of up to $1,000,000 (one million dollars) per grantee for the three-year project term and will require a 25% match.
All ACL grant announcements will be posted at:  https://acl.gov/grants/open-opportunities
The NCTAAA intends to submit a highly detailed application that identifies partners and their respective scopes of work and includes necessary letters of commitment.  As such, it is issuing this Call for Partners in order to provide entities that share its interest in promoting dementia-friendly communities an opportunity to participate in its grant application.

The purpose of this Call for Partners (CfP) is to identify entities that agree to assist the NCTAAA in carrying out its workplan, should it be awarded an ACL 2021 Alzheimer’s Disease Programs Initiative grant.
  GRANT OVERVIEW

Following is a high-level summary of former Alzheimer’s Disease Programs Initiative  grants:
· Purpose is to help states and communities develop dementia-capable systems of home 
and community-based services.
· Dementia-capable system should:

· Identify people with possible dementia and recommend that they see a doctor for a timely, accurate diagnosis and rule out reversible causes

· Ensure that program eligibility and resource allocation take into account the impact of cognitive disabilities

· Ensure that staff communicate effectively with people with dementia and their caregivers and provide services that are person- and family-centered, offer self-direction, and are culturally appropriate 

· Educate workers to identify possible dementia and understand the symptoms of dementia and appropriate services

· Educate the public about brain health

· Encourage development of dementia-friendly communities

· Communities must address three dementia-care service gaps:

· Develop and deliver supportive services to persons living alone with dementia in communities

· Improve the quality and effectiveness of programs and services dedicated to individuals with intellectual/developmental disabilities (IDD) who have dementia or are at risk of developing

· Deliver behavioral symptom management training and expert consultation to family caregivers

· At least half of all funding must be dedicated to providing direct services to people living with dementia and caregivers

· All grantees must offer at least one dementia-specific evidence-based or evidence-informed intervention 

· All activities must be new (i.e., not funded by prior ACL Alzheimer’s Disease Programs grants)
· Replication of existing programs to serve new populations/broader geography is acceptable

· All activities must serve community-dwellers only (to the exclusion of individuals who live in congregate care settings such as assisted living facilities, group homes, nursing facilities, and State Supported Living Centers)
· All projects are subject to third-party evaluation
SERVICE AREA


The NCTAAA intends to submit a proposal to serve counties that include the following:

· Anderson

· Camp

· Cherokee

· Collin

· Dallas

· Denton

· Ellis

· Erath

· Gregg

· Harrison

· Henderson

· Hood

· Hunt 

· Johnson

· Kaufman

· Marion

· Navarro

· Panola

· Palo Pinto

· Parker 

· Rains

· Rockwall

· Rusk

· Smith

· Tarrant

· Upshur
· Van Zandt

· Wise

· Wood
PURPOSE AND NEED

The NCTAAA wishes to identify partners with demonstrated ability to provide direct services to persons with dementia and their family members; conduct dementia care education; engage in systems change to more systematically identify persons with dementia and/or their family caregivers and connect them with necessary resources; perform project evaluation; and/or assist with project management activities.  Partners will be expected to participate in project management meetings, submit monthly reports of program activities, and meet mutually negotiated performance metrics.

More specifically, the NCTAAA seeks partners to carry out activities that support one or more of the following goals:

1. Systematically identify persons who live alone and have dementia or are suspected of having dementia.
2. Provide community-based social services that allow persons with dementia who live alone to maximize community tenure.
3. Improve the quality and effectiveness of services for persons with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities by conducting training for service providers and/or informal caregivers.

4. Improve the quality and effectiveness of services for persons with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities by providing expert consultation to family caregivers and/or paid providers of community-based services.
5. Deliver behavioral symptom management training and expert consultation to family caregivers of persons with dementia.  Such training and consultation may be for purposes that include the following:

· Developing strategies to increase the quality of life of persons with dementia and extend their community tenure 

· Developing strategies to reduce stress among family members who are caring for loved ones with dementia

6. Contribute to “dementia friendly” communities by conducting training for audiences that include family members of persons with dementia, health care professionals, social service professionals, and police officers.
7. Engage in systems change to more effectively identify persons with dementia and/or their family caregivers and connect them with appropriate resources.
8. Conduct a program evaluation that determines the extent to which grant activities met goals and objectives, as specified by ACL.
9. Assist with project management activities.
APPLICATION PROCEDURES
  An entity interested in partnering with NCTCOG must submit a signed Letter of Interest, on company letterhead, with the following content:
1. The goal[s], as specified under “Purpose and Need” above, the entity intends to address
2. Specific activities the entity intends to conduct in order to address each selected goal

3. The county or counties the entity intends to serve

4. The amount of grant funding the entity seeks

5. The amount and source of any project-related match funding.  Match must be project-specific  and may be cash and/or in-kind.  Federal and state grant funding is generally disallowed as match.  In most cases, partner entities that receive funding must provide a match of at least 25%.  Funding preference will be given to entities that exceed the 25% match requirement.
6. The person who will be assigned as the lead on the project and a summary of his/her credentials
This Letter of Interest will serve as the project application.  
NCTCOG staff reserves the right to negotiate both programmatic and fiscal terms of the application (e.g., projected persons served), which does not create a binding commitment for either the applicant entity or NCTCOG.
Applications must be submitted to Doni Green at dgreen@nctcog.org or fax (817) 695-9274 no later than Monday, March 15, 2021, at 10:00 a.m.
APPLICANTS CONFERENCE

Interested entities may participate in an optional Applicants Conference on Wednesday,    

February 17, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time.  The Applicants Conference will be  

conducted via conference call at 1-800-250-3900. Enter passcode 203985.
POINT OF CONTACT

Direct all questions regarding this Call for Partners to Doni Green at dgreen@nctcog.org or 817-695-9193.
SELECTION CRITERIA

Participation will be determined based on a qualitative evaluation of the responsiveness to the six content criteria listed above.  Partnership in the application does not constitute a guarantee of federal funding or contract with NCTCOG for project implementation.
SCHEDULE

The schedule is as follows:

· Issuance of Call for Partners: Friday, February 5, 2021
· Letter of Interest due: Monday, March 15, by 10:00 a.m.

NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
NCTCOG is a voluntary association of, by and for local governments. NCTCOG was established to assist local governments in planning for common needs, cooperating for mutual benefit, and coordinating for sound regional development. NCTCOG’s purpose is to strengthen both the individual and collective power of local governments and to help them recognize regional opportunities, eliminate unnecessary duplication, and make joint decisions.
  BACKGROUND

The NCTAAA administers social service programs for older adults and their family caregivers who live in 14 counties surrounding, but not including, Dallas and Tarrant Counties.  It receives both federal funding, through the Older Americans Act, and state funding through the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC).  Among its programs are case management services for older adults and family caregivers, caregiver respite, and caregiver education.
APPENDIX A 
DEBARMENT CERTIFICATION 

__________________________________________________________________being duly

(Name of certifying official)

sworn or under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States, certifies that neither

_____________________________________________________________, nor its principals

(Name of lower tier participant)

are presently:

•
debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment,

•
declared ineligible,

•
or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any federal department or agency

Where the above identified lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the above statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall indicate below to whom the exception applies, the initiating agency, and dates of action.

Exceptions will not necessarily result in denial of award but will be considered in determining contractor responsibility.   Providing false information may result in criminal prosecution or administrative sanctions.

EXCEPTIONS:

   Signature of Certifying Official

          Title

         Date of Certification

Form 1734

Rev.10-91

TPFS

APPENDIX B

RESTRICTIONS ON LOBBYING

Section 319 of Public Law 101-121 prohibits recipients of federal contracts, grants, and loans exceeding $100,000 at any tier under a federal contract from using appropriated funds for lobbying the Executive or Legislative Branches of the federal government in connection with a specific contract, grant, or loan.  Section 319 also requires each person who requests or receives a federal contract or grant in excess of $100,000 to disclose lobbying.

No appropriated funds may be expended by the recipient of a federal contract, loan, or cooperative agreement to pay any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any federal executive department or agency as well as any independent regulatory commission or government corporation, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with any of the following covered federal actions:  the awarding of any federal contract, the making of any federal grant, the making of any federal loan the entering into of any cooperative agreement and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

As a recipient of a federal grant exceeding $100,000, NCTCOG requires its subcontractors of that grant to file a certification, set forth in Appendix B.1, that neither the agency nor its employees have made, or will make, any payment prohibited by the preceding paragraph.

Subcontractors are also required to file with NCTCOG a disclosure form, set forth in Appendix B.2, if the subcontractor or its employees have made or have agreed to make any payment using nonappropriated funds (to include profits from any federal action), which would be prohibited if paid for with appropriated funds.

LOBBYING CERTIFICATION

FOR CONTRACTS, GRANTS, LOANS, AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS

The undersigned certifies to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any federal contract, the making of any federal grant, the making of any federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension continuation, renewal amendment, or modification of any federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

(2) If any funds other than federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form - LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, US Code.  Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.


Signature


Title


Agency


Date

APPENDIX C 
PROHIBITED TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SERVICES OR EQUIPMENT CERTIFICATION
This Contract is subject to the Public Law 115-232, Section 889, and 2 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, including §200.216 and §200.471, for prohibition on certain telecommunications and video surveillance or equipment.

Public Law 115-232, Section 889, identifies that restricted telecommunications and video surveillance equipment or services (e.g. phones, internet, video surveillance, cloud servers) include the following:

A) Telecommunications equipment that is produced by Huawei Technologies Company or ZTE Corporation (or any subsidiary or affiliates of such entities).

B) Video surveillance and telecommunications equipment produced by Hytera Communications Corporations, Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology Company, or Dahua Technology Company (or any subsidiary or affiliates of such entities).

C) Telecommunications or video surveillance services used by such entities or using such equipment. 

D) Telecommunications or video surveillance equipment or services produced or provided by an entity that the Secretary of Defense, Director of the National Intelligence, or the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation reasonably believes to be an entity owned or controlled by  the government of a covered foreign country.

The entity identified below, through its authorized representative, hereby certifies that no funds under this RFP or any resulting Contract will be obligated or expended to procure or obtain telecommunication or video surveillance services or equipment or systems that use covered telecommunications equipment or services as a substantial or essential component of any system, or as a critical technology as part of any system prohibited by  2 CFR §200.216 and §200.471, or applicable provisions in Public Law 115-232 Section 889.

☐ The Respondent hereby certifies that it does comply with the requirements of 2 CFR §200.216 and §200.471, or applicable regulations in Public Law 115-232 Section 889.

	SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED PERSON:
	

	NAME OF AUTHORIZED PERSON:
	

	NAME OF COMPANY:
	

	DATE:
	


-OR-

☐ The Respondent hereby certifies that it cannot comply with the requirements of 2 CFR §200.216 and §200.471, or applicable regulations in Public Law 115-232 Section 889.

	SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED PERSON:
	

	NAME OF AUTHORIZED PERSON:
	

	NAME OF COMPANY:
	

	DATE:
	


APPENDIX D 
TEXAS HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICE COMMISSION REQUIRED CERTFICATIONS

The North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG), in it’s capacity as the Area Agency on Aging, receives funding through Texas Health and Human Services Commission (THHSC) to carryout various programs under the federal Older Americans Act.  NCTCOG’s grant agreement with THHSC requires any subcontractors receiving funding under such agreement to certify to the following provisions below.  “Subcontractor” herein means the contracting party with NCTCOG to provide goods or perform services, whether referred to as “consultant”, “contractor”, “subcontractor”, “vendor” or other similar term in the Contract above.

1. Subcontractor is in good standing with all state and federal funding and regulatory agencies;

2. Subcontractor is not currently debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded from participating in federal grants; 

3. Subcontractor is not delinquent on any repayment agreements related to THHSC funding programs or any federal grant programs; 

4. Subcontractor has not had a required license or certification revoked that is necessary to provide the goods or perform services under the above Contract; and 

5. Subcontractor is not ineligible to provide goods or services as described in the Contract above;

6. Subcontractor has not had a contract terminated by THHSC; and

7. Subcontractor has not voluntarily surrendered, within the past three years, any license issued by THHSC.  

    I certify that I certify the entity identified below meets the above requirements.  

Signature


Title


Agency


Date

